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Corporation of Hamilton Board Meeting, City Hall, Hamilton – 6 July 2011 

  

Present:  Rt. Wor. Charles R Gosling, JP, Chairman 

   Alderman Glen C Smith, JP  

     Alderman John W Harvey, JP  

     Alderman Pamela G Ferreira, JP 

     Councillor Marshall E Minors 

     Councillor Pamela Quarterly 

     Councillor Nicholas Swan 

     Councillor Dennis G Tucker, JP 

 

Staff:   The Secretary – Ed Benevides, JP 

   The Treasurer – Gary Edwards 

     City Engineer – Patrick Cooper 

     Communications Manager – Aderonke Bademosi (part) 

     Ports Superintendant – Earl Francis 

     Human Resources Director – Sakina Darrell 

 

  Apologies:  Councillor Walter F Cross, JP 

     Events Project Manager – Danilee Trott 

 

 

1. Review of Corporation minutes of 15 June 2011 

 The minutes were accepted as read. 

 Proposed: Councillor Tucker  Seconded: Councillor Quarterly 

 Unanimous 

   

2. Matters Arising 

 

 There were no matters arising. 

   

3. Review of Committee Minutes: 

    

a) Finance Committee – 6 June 2011 

 

  Recommendation resolved at 15th June Board Meeting. 

 

 Councillor Tucker said there was a Finance Committee meeting held on 6th June primarily 

to review the audited financial statements prior to their publication.  He went on to say 

that the report was amended and approved with some alterations.  Councillor Tucker 

also mentioned that the Board agreed to donate a further $15,000 to the Chamber of 

Commerce to assist with their Harbour Nights programme for this particular year.  

There were some conditions to that $15k ie: that we would want to receive a post 

mortem on this year’s event and we would like to have a budget for the 2012 Harbour 

Nights prior to it going into effect in 2012.   
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 The Mayor confirmed that the financial statements were accepted in a further Board 

Meeting and the Minister has received a copy plus we will be publishing an abridged 

account.  The Treasurer said these will be ready shortly. 

 

b) Development Committee – 9 June 2011 

   

  Recommendations resolved at 15th June Board Meeting. 

 

c) Infrastructure Committee – 13 June 2011 

  

  Recommendations resolved at 15th June Board Meeting.  

 

  Alderman Ferreira said she was asked a question with regards to the review of the 

ordinances and to signage ie: sandwich boards.  It was brought to her attention that it 

might be considered punitive to be going after the people with small signs and small 

sandwich boards on the street, and in particular on Front Street where people do not 

have the ability to put big signs up.  The question that was raised to Alderman Ferreira 

was, are we dealing with the illegal HSBC sign and the Digicel sign which we know are in 

contravention of the Act?   

 

  Alderman Smith said that the Committee has agreed that this is one of the first areas 

they will be looking at ie: the way things have been done in the past and how they will be 

done in the future.  The Committee will be looking to make changes / amendments to the 

signage policy so it still is in keeping with the City.  Alderman Smith said he is not here 

to comment on individual companies and what they have done.  Councillor Swan asked how 

long the review process will take because he has also had a constituent approach him on 

the same subject.  Alderman Ferreira said that in the meantime there is an illegality and 

infringement and the question is, are we dealing with this?  Alderman Smith said no, we 

are not looking at this right now.  The Mayor said it is not exclusive to those two 

particular firms.  Councillor Swan said, going back to his question, how long does 

Alderman Smith think it will take?  Alderman Smith said he had not missed Councillor 

Swan’s point.  Alderman Ferreira said every day she sees an infringement of the signs 

and to answer constituents, what are we doing about it?   

 

  The Secretary addressed Councillor Swan’s question and said the item is on the agenda 

for the next Infrastructure Committee meeting which is 8th August and added that 

Councillor Swan is free to attend the meeting if he would like to.  To address Alderman 

Ferreira’s question, The Secretary said that the challenge that we have, at least with 

the two examples that were raised, is that our ordinance supports the 1911 Government 

law and we have to point out to people that they are in violation of the Government’s law 

which is difficult for the CoH to enforce.  We have pointed out to a number of people 

that they are in contradiction and we notified the Department of Planning at the same 

time.  We have a litany of letters but The Secretary said he was not sure whether the 

two firms mentioned today have been written to and he will look back and answer 

Alderman Ferreira specifically on those two.   
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  The Mayor said he could provide the Secretary with a least three more examples and 

the Secretary said that he would suggest that this would not be difficult.   

  ACTION: The Secretary to confirm to Alderman Ferreira whether HSBC and Digicel 

and have been advised that their signage is in contravention of the 1911 Act.  

   

  The Mayor said that one of the big differences as well from the Corporation’s point of 

view is that the sandwich boards do create an obstruction and while he has no objection 

at all to sandwich boards being on people’s own property, when they are actually out on 

the Corporation’s sidewalk and creating obstructions then we need to draw the line and 

be active.  When something is a perpendicular sign, sticking out from the building, then 

that becomes more a question of aesthetics.  Alderman Smith said one argument you do 

get is they can have the signs sticking out of the building, particularly on Chancery Lane, 

but the person who has a restaurant in the middle of the Lane cannot attract people 

without putting his or her sandwich board out on the street so there has to be an 

overall revamp on how we do things.   

 

  Alderman Ferreira asked whether sandwich boards are addressed in the City Plan and 

the City Engineer confirmed that they are not. 

 

d) Staff, Legislative & Governance Committee – 14 June 2011 

 

 Recommendation resolved in the restricted session of 15th June Board Meeting.  

 

 The Mayor said the Secretary has provided the Members with a copy of “Public 

Participation at Meetings Policy”.  Councillor Tucker said that unfortunately he has not 

had an opportunity to review it and he was not sure if it had gone out to everyone.  The 

Mayor confirmed it had been sent out last week electronically.  The Secretary was 

asked to lead the Members through the document because he had compiled it.   

 

 The Secretary said that the premise is that the document sets out that it is the 

purpose of City of Hamilton to encourage public participation but as in all things we need 

to have guidelines and rules to assist in proper meeting procedure. What we are looking 

to do is to open a section of the agenda to members of the public to address questions 

or make petitions to the Board directly under the control of the Chairman or Mayor.  

This will allow people three minutes to ask a question and they will only be allowed to ask 

one question per meeting but they can follow it up with a clarification.  So provided it is 

within the three minute timeframe, the person asking the question can seek clarification 

on the response.  If people submit questions prior to the meeting then we can ensure we 

have all the information available to make the answer.  If the question is impromptu, 

then the policy sets out that the question may not be addressed until the next meeting 

to allow for the appropriate research and / or a collection of information to answer it 

properly.  It is a fairly basic policy which is in place in a number of towns and cities in 

the UK at the moment and works quite well.   

 

 Alderman Harvey said it sounds similar to Prime Minister’s questions in the UK where 

you could shoot off and have a good go.   
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 The Mayor said that no, that is restricted to other Parliamentarians.  In our case, the 

question would not necessarily be addressed to just one person and questions could be 

addressed to other Chairman of Committees and could even be addressed to other 

Councillors and Aldermen who are not necessarily Chairman of any particular Committee 

(in which case, The Mayor said he would hope the question would be redirected to the 

appropriate person).  

 

 The Secretary said the policy also allows for the fact that if a Member, for example, 

has a conflict of interest and a question is raised, the policy allows for them to speak 

and then leave the meeting which means Members of the Board cannot be ambushed.  

The policy is trying to provide a balance of respect for both the operation of the 

meeting and the new openness that we are trying to create.  The Mayor said that also if 

someone feels that they are ill-prepared to address a particular question at the time, 

then they can hold it off until the next meeting but the obligation is there to answer 

the question, not at that particular moment in time.   

 

 Alderman Harvey asked whether any thought has been given to the amount of questions 

that can be asked and for instance, if the public gallery is full, can each person ask a 

question?  The Secretary said the policy sets out a maximum time limit for the 

questions but it will be under the discretion of the Mayor or Chairman at that time.  The 

policy limits to one question per person but if we had twenty people here and they each 

had three minutes then obviously that would take up an hour.  The policy states that the 

Q&A session should last 15 minutes, but again that is at the discretion of the Board.   

 

 Alderman Ferreira said she wishes to seek clarification and asked if the policy is aimed 

at public Board Meetings.  The Secretary confirmed that it is, but it could apply to 

Committees, depending on what the Board wants to do.  Alderman Ferreira said we 

should consider Committee meetings completely separately as we have not discussed 

Committees and the way Alderman Ferreira is viewing this is that we are doing it at this 

public meeting with the gallery that we already have.  She went on to say that she feels 

the Board has already accommodated the constituents and invited the public to sit at 

Committee meetings to give their input and if we are going to do that, then we need to 

make an adjustment in this policy because it refers to public participation at Board 

Meetings.  The Secretary said the policy is built for the Board Meeting.  Alderman 

Ferreira said in that case the words “and committee meeting” should be removed from 

Point 1 until the Board has agreed that Committee meetings are going to be involved as 

well and this should be agreed under separate circumstances.   

 

 Alderman Ferreira said that putting her legal hat on, the Secretary has also made 

reference to representation in the policy and we should define what a representation is 

and tighten it up because a representation definition could mean many, many things.  The 

Secretary pointed out to the Board that they already have a policy that does allow 

presentations to Committees but only by pre-arrangement.  This means that we already 

do half of the situation now and the next step would be to open it up to questions.  

Alderman Ferreira said she thinks it is more than that and this is why the Board needs 

to address it.   
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 Councillor Swan asked whether Alderman Ferreira would like the policy to go back to 

Governance Committee for them to review it further?  Alderman Ferreira said the 

policy refers to public participation at Board Meetings and if we are going to talk about 

Committee Meetings then this needs to be done separately.   

 

 Alderman Smith wanted to know if the Press would be allowed to ask questions if they 

are sitting in the public gallery?  The Secretary said they would be but they would only 

be limited to one question.  The order in which the questions are taken is governed by 

the Mayor or Chairman and the policy could stipulate that Press questions could follow 

the publics’ questions because time is already allotted to the media after the meetings. 

The Mayor said he does not think there has been a question in the past of the Press not 

having access to Members of the Council.  He said that when they were originally 

elected, it was a very big part of the Council’s platform to give transparency to the City 

and this is an attempt really to establish this in practice well before the elections are 

held next year and where there may be a Council that does not believe in the 

transparency that has been established.  We should try, sooner rather than later, to 

have this practice in place.  The Mayor said he has no objection at all to Committees 

being struck from the policy and he would suggest that we leave it to whoever is 

chairing the meeting to interpret representation.   

 

 Alderman Ferreira said she felt the policy should be returned to Governance Committee 

for review because it is leaving a lot open to difference Chairmans and different 

Committees and it could be construed as unfair.  The Mayor said it cannot be on the 

Committees because the policy is going to be very specifically for the Board and as he 

had just stated, he has no objection to taking out the reference to Committees.  The 

Mayor asked Alderman Ferreira that now that the change has been made, is she happy 

with the concept of representation or would she still like it to go back to Governance?  

Alderman Ferreira said she still thinks it could be tightened and she has a legal 

definition of representation which is long and windy and it is what the legal dictionary 

states.   

 

 Alderman Harvey said he is slightly amused by this because he can see genuine questions 

being asked but he can also see things happening like they did recently in a county in 

Ireland where a pensioner had lost some of his pension due to the default of the Irish 

economy and he went to the meeting armed with two rotten eggs.  When the Chairman 

of the meeting announced there would be no increase, the pensioner planted the eggs on 

the Chairman’s forehead.  Alderman Harvey said we should think about security as well 

going forward because people have their ways of showing dissatisfaction.  The Mayor 

said we can come up with all sorts of reasons why we do not want to open the floor to 

the public who we serve. However, with two hundred odd years of closed door meetings 

we should ensure that the two years that we have opened up the doors plus made 

ourselves accountable to the public that we wish to, mandate for those that follow to 

serve the community that this kind of transparency remains Alderman Harvey said he 

fully supports those remarks.  
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 ACTION: The Governance committee to review the policy on public participation and 

determine if a definition of representation and tightening of the policy is required and 

make recommendations to the Board.  

 

 Councillor Minors said the question then needs to be asked how we deal with Committee 

Meetings.  The Mayor said there is already a policy in place for Committee Meetings 

where the public is able to make representation on particular agenda items. The Mayor 

said he feels we can be a little more proactive in how we deal with it because, for 

example, a Committee recently received an email written by an individual who wanted 

the Committee to make some changes in a particular policy and it would have been 

better for the Committee to invite the individual in rather than relying on the email.   

 

 The Mayor said he assumed that this discussion would therefore be taken back to 

Governance and then hopefully be referred back to the Board in September.  Councillor 

Tucker asked what the Governance Committee should be coming back with and the 

Mayor said a definition of representation.   

 

e) Property Committee – 16 June 2011  

 

Alderman Harvey made the Board aware that the Ministry of Tourism is organising 

Bermuda Nights at Barr’s Bay Park which is designed to attract visitors and locals.  The 

Department was being charged a rental fee for the event and they have asked if the 

Corporation would consider a new arrangement.  The Property Committee reviewed this 

request and agreed to recommend that the Ministry not be charged for holding the 

event but instead be charged for maintaining our staff who have to be in attendance and 

clear up after the event.  Alderman Ferreira asked what the hours are for the events.  

Alderman Harvey said he thinks they are over before midnight and there are ten events 

scheduled, two of which have already been held.  Alderman Ferreira said she sees from 

the minutes that the Parks Superintendant was concerned about the erosion of the 

grass and is that what Alderman Harvey is referring to in terms of maintenance.  

Alderman Harvey said it would be this plus the cleaning up after the event.  Alderman 

Ferreira asked whether there is a serious problem with the grass and Alderman Harvey 

said there probably is a serious problem, but it is due to the lack of rain.  He went on to 

say that the first event was not well attended and he appreciated the Parks 

Superintendant’s concern about the grass but he is not sure that it depicts that lots of 

brown spots are being created.  Alderman Ferreira also asked if the Ministry of Tourism 

is charging for the event and Alderman Harvey confirmed it is free for all to enjoy and 

he is sure there are refreshments being provided by somebody.  The Mayor said he does 

not consider it to be enough of a conflict and if others do, then he will step away from 

the meeting, but Gosling’s is the supplier of refreshments as appointed by Department 

of Tourism.  Alderman Ferreira asked what dates the events will be taking place and 

Alderman Harvey said he did not have this information to hand but that he would get it 

to her.   

ACTION: Alderman Harvey to advise Alderman Ferreira of the dates that Bermuda 

Nights will be taking place.  
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RESOLUTION: That the Corporation of Hamilton waive the rental fee for the 

events held by the Department of Tourism to be held in Barr’s Bay Park this 

summer. 

Proposed: Councillor Tucker  Seconded: Alderman Ferreira 

Unanimous 

 

The Mayor said it was noted that the busker programme had been launched on 1st July 

and asked if there was any update.  There was no-one from Events present to provide an 

update.  
 

4. Any Other Business 

 

 Tour Boat Operators - The Mayor said it may have been noted in the Press that comments had 

been made by a members of Tour Boat Operators in the Albouy’s Point area who were 

complaining about the marine police and the policy of moving and unloading of passengers / 

deliveries to the tour boats.  A meeting was held on 10th June and it was quite amicable. It 

was made clear at that meeting that the boats which had a Corporation permit were actually 

entitled to dock longer at the Albouy’s Point and Barr’s Bay park area longer than the sign 

posted 15 minutes.  We had a discussion with the Tour Boat Operators and asked them if 

there were any other particular items that they would like us to give consideration to which 

was the purpose of the follow-up meeting on 24th June.  The Corporation is going to be 

responding to them on 15th July to see what possible changes we will accept and possible 

changes to other considerations etc.  There is a good communication and hopefully one which 

will establish a policy which will not only work for the Tour Boat Operators Association but 

also for the general public.  

 

 Councillor Minors said that in reading the minutes [of the meeting of 24th July] it was 

highlighted again by the TBOs that the issue of vagrants / unsocial behavior is becoming an 

even worse problem than they have experienced over past years.  Councillor Minors asked how 

we are dealing with this and policing it. The Mayor said that he and the Secretary will be 

meeting with one of the Government Ministers tomorrow and will be doing a tour of that 

particular area.  We have asked the tour boat operators to make a submission to the various 

ministries that issues like this might fall under including Tourism and Internal Security.  It is 

a growing issue and the Mayor thinks the email complaint which was received from a wedding 

party describes very well what is going on and in fact The Mayor said he had spoken to the 

tour boat operator who confirmed they had to physically remove certain individuals off the 

boat three times who had made their way onboard to cause a nuisance.  This is not a 

particularly good image that one would want to show of Bermuda and particularly of its capital 

city.  Councillor Minors said there is the perception that we are losing control of that park 

[Albouy’s Point] and it is turning into a free-for-all and we must do all we can to stop that 

culture from developing.  Alderman Ferreira said it is not just at Albouy’s Point but also along 

where the parking lot is where No. 1 used to be and she was made aware at the weekend by a 

captain of a boat that it is a constant problem.   
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 The Mayor referred to one of our famous individuals who is constantly being reported in the 

newspapers and the last time he was in front of the Magistrates the case was dismissed 

because it was felt it was not a criminal issue but more social so it is understandable why the 

police are reluctant to pursue similar cases if this is how the issue is going to be treated in 

the Courts.   

 

 Councillor Swan said that perhaps the police should just be moving these people along and that 

would bring some sort of result.   

 

 Councillor Quarterly said she had an experience last month at a restaurant on Front Street.  

There were two men waiting outside the restaurant asking for money and they did it in a very 

threatening manner.   

 

 Councillor Quarterly went on to say that she was at another restaurant (of which she has 

some connection) on Front Street about two weeks ago and one of these disorderly people was 

throwing beer bottles at a tourist from across the street. She called the police immediately 

and two officers came within five minutes.  They said they knew of this particular individual 

and that he is a regular problem but locking him up does not help because he will not be 

convicted.  However the police did tell Councillor Quarterly that she can call them as often as 

she wanted and they would keep coming back.  It would seem the police do not have the 

powers to put these people away somewhere for any length of time.  The Mayor said we are 

not a legislative body.  Alderman Harvey said this type of behavior is clearly an assault and 

not just anti-social behavior.  That is what the complaint should be and the individual should 

be charged accordingly.  Alderman Harvey said he believes that there is a judicial system in 

this country and somebody who is charged with it and that is the Chief Justice.  If there are 

Magistrates who are unwilling to deal with it then the Chief Justice should be made aware of 

it.  It will then become clear who exactly is saying that these people should be left alone 

because it is either the political structure or the judicial structure and both should be 

challenged because enough is enough.   

 

 Alderman Smith said that people should remember that at this time of year a lot of children 

are using Albouy’s Point to depart to some of the islands to various community camps.  It 

appears that more and more trucks are parked at Albouy’s Point and people openly drinking in 

the area.  It has become like a social network area.  The concern is the children at the end of 

the day and somebody is going to get hurt.  The Mayor said we will be discussing this with the 

Minister tomorrow and he also takes the Alderman’s point in regards to going the other route 

as well.  Councillor Minors is right in terms of us losing control but unfortunately we have 

never had control of that particular park and that is something we have had to rely on the 

Bermuda Police Service to apply and we are fully aware of where we stand with the City 

Rangers now in term of where the documentation is and where our finances are even if that 

project were to be accepted.  Alderman Smith said he realises that charities mean very well 

by giving out soup etc to the vagrants but unfortunately they are catering right to their 

hands on our property.  So why would you expect the vagrants to move on when they are 

getting food delivered to them.  Alderman Harvey suggested that the Corporation invites the 

charities to City Hall for discussions so a solution can be worked out that is in everyone’s best 

interest.   
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 The Mayor asked whether this is the recommendation of the Board? Councillor Minors said 

this is a multi-pronged attack and we need to follow up with the legislative process as well and 

discussions can start with the Minister tomorrow. The Mayor said that if there are no voiced 

objections, he will take this on. 

 

 The Mayor said it is his intent to invite the Chairman of Infrastructure Committee to the 

next Tour Boat Operators Meeting with a view to the matter being an issue that the 

Committee will be dealing with and making its recommendation as normal.  The Mayor said he 

had taken ownership of the meetings from the beginning because Alderman Smith had been 

off island when the issue with the tour boat operators began. 

   

 Drought Situation – Councillor Minors said that Bermuda is in a drought situation and he was 

asked by a constituent yesterday how the Corporation is looking for water.  Councillor Minors 

said his understanding was that we get our water from Government supply and maybe 

Watlington Water Works.  The City Engineer confirmed we get water from both.  The Mayor 

said he knows the problem is impacting on businesses in town because water is not being 

supplied in the same efficiencies as normal.  Councillor Minors asked whether we should make 

an announcement regarding water conservation. The Secretary confirmed that the Minister of 

Public Works has already made several public appeals for conservation.   

 

 Lighting at the Docks - Alderman Ferreira said she has an email which was sent to her from 

Robert Lewis from Container Ship Management and they are concerned about the lighting on 

the docks.  Mr Lewis also included a contact for specific lighting that is being used on docks 

around the world which uses a prism lens to amplify and focus illumination and reduces costs. 

Alderman Ferreira quoted from the email in which Mr Lewis asked “who is responsible for the 
lighting - Corporation / Government or Stevedoring Services?  We are losing time for a fix to 
be made on the dock lighting.  Stevedores will not work unless proper lighting is provided. A 
decision needs to be made before we are faced with no work at night which will delay 
discharge, loading of vessels and possible delays in the schedule as well.  Can you please 
address?”.  Alderman Ferreira asked if we could please answer this.   

 

 The Mayor said the Corporation’s revenue and expenses will be discussed in the restricted 

session and there is absolutely nothing that we have in order to finance the new lights on the 

dock.  It is something we had set in our prior budget but unfortunately with the cut-off of 

revenue of $1.8m less than we were expecting we have had to make cuts and unfortunately 

this is one of the cuts we made.  Alderman Ferreira said it is starting to affect the importers 

and foods.  The Mayor said the Corporation went to the banks to ask for loans but we were 

turned down by two of the banks because of the structure of the grant we are receiving from 

Government because it is not in the form of a lease and we do not have the assurance that 

next year we will be receiving a similar revenue stream.  Unless we have a lease document 

which we can share with the banks and we can at least guarantee a revenue stream, they are 

unwilling under these economic circumstances to advance us the money for us to be able to do 

this project.   
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 Alderman Ferreira said that as a tripartite attempt, we should go along with Stevedoring and 

Container Ship Management to Government to explain the issues and that we are raising them 

ahead of time before the workers on the docks start downing tools.  The Mayor said it was 

raised some 6-8 months ago.  Alderman Ferreira said we should try to at least do something 

and we should be the leaders because it is our dock.  It cannot be our dock when it is 

convenient and not our dock when it is not.  The Mayor said he does not follow this argument 

at all because it is our dock and we have made approaches for funding on it but we are unable 

to get that funding.  Until we are able to get a proper lease for the rental of the docks, we 

are in this position.  We have been in endless discussions on how we are to progress through 

this and The Mayor said he is yet to receive clear instruction from the Board on which way to 

proceed.   

 

 Alderman Ferreira said that she would like to propose that the Board, through the 

Corporation of Hamilton, gets together with Container Ship Management and Stevedoring 

Services to write a letter to Government stating our situation with the docks and that we are 

not able to get a loan to fix the lighting on the docks.  Also, that we are concerned about the 

possibility of strikes this summer as have happened in the past (and we can cite those) and 

putting the question to Government on how they can avert this issue for the importers who 

are bringing goods into the docks but who are getting their goods late because of the bad 

lighting on the docks.  Alderman Harvey said he might have an idea about this which could be 

discussed in the restricted session.  The Mayor asked Alderman Ferreira whether she wished 

to hold off on her motion but she said she would prefer for it to be progressed because we 

have to do something.  Councillor Swan said he may also have some comments best left for the 

restricted session.  Alderman Ferreira said the issue has been raised by a constituent 

regarding the lighting in particular on the docks that affects the movement of containers at 

night and the Corporation should be seen to be doing something.   

 RESOLUTION: That the Board gets together with Stevedoring Services and Container 

Ship Management to write a letter to Government regarding the issue of lighting on the 

docks.   

 Proposed:  Alderman Ferreira   Seconded: Councillor Swan 

 Unanimous 

 

 Alderman Ferreira asked whether perhaps at the next meeting or even now, the Board could 

receive an update on the big blue building that we paid $5 million for.  The Mayor said we have 

not paid anything yet although we have paid a considerable amount of money in terms of giving 

over that area for a building but in terms of the X-Ray machine, it is an issue that we have no 

oversight over.  Alderman Ferreira asked the Mayor if the building is operational but he said 

he is unable to answer that and he assumes it is going to be operated by a mix of Internal 

Security and Customs and that was the intent before there was a lack of funding and even 

today with the lack of funding, it was not going to be part of our operational mandate.  

Alderman Ferreira asked whether, as far as we know, there are any issues with the project 

and is it going ahead as planned or have we not been advised?  The Mayor deferred to The 

City Engineer who said he was tasked to find out what the position is with the X-Ray building 

although he has not managed to make contact with HM Customs.   
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 However, his understanding is that the Government has gone back out to tender for the 

building works which will include the room in which the operators will be in and all the Belco 

electrical hook-ups to tie it into the main grid.  This has not been done yet and the building 

cannot be operational without them so it is months away from completion once the 

construction starts.  Alderman Ferreira asked whether we are still going ahead with our 

changes to streets and the City Engineer confirmed that we have to adjust the entrance to 

the dock to make it operational.  We are currently working on the design of this and work will 

be done to coincide with completion of the X-Ray project.   

 

 Docking for People from the Islands – Alderman Smith said the Corporation has received 

letters from people, particularly those living on the islands, who are looking for places where 

they can come in and tie up their boats for a couple of hours to do shopping etc.  These 

requests will be reverted back to the Infrastructure Committee to see how we can 

accommodate the needs of these individuals.  The idea is to perhaps create public docking 

whereby we can get people to come into Hamilton to spend time shopping / dining and we could 

provide a pay-and-display type service.  Barr’s Bay Park would be a perfect site although it all 

comes down to money at the end of the day. The other aspect is that we have to bear in mind 

the future and we never know when water taxis are going to be implemented.   

 

 September Board Meeting – The Secretary reminded the Board that the next Board meeting 

will be in September.  The Mayor said the meeting will not be on the first Wednesday but the 

second Wednesday – 14th September.  (Please note: After the conclusion of this meeting, 

the dates for the September Meeting reverted back to September the 7th.)  

 

The public part of the meeting closed at 1.40pm. 

 

 

 

______________________________  _______________________________ 

Date        Mayor 

 

 

 

        _______________________________ 

        Secretary 


